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diverted, through a series of main and branch canals, to a
number of tanks, in which it is stored for the purpose of
irrigation. The anicut was originally designed to improve
the supply of water to old channels fed by a series of old
native tanks.
The Rushikulya river in Ganjam has been utilised for
irrigation by means of a series of works, known as the
Rushikulya Project. They consist of two canals from the
Rushikulya and its tributary the Mahanadi, supplemented
by two reservoirs named after the towns of Russellkonda
and Surada. Of these, the former was formed by dam-
ming a valley in the basin of the Mahanadi, while the
latter was constructed across the Pathama river, which is
an affluent of the Rushikulya. The cultivable area thus
placed under irrigation has been estimated at 142,000 acres.
The project has been classed among the protective works,
i.e. protective against famine, in contradistinction to pro-
ductive works, the revenue derived from which not only
pays the cost of maintenance, but also a percentage on the
capital expended on them.
The best examples of deltaic canals are those at the
deltas near the mouths of the Godavari, Kistna, and
Cauvery rivers, where the soil is a rich alluvium produced
by silt washed down thereby. The head-works of the
Godavari system are situated at Dowlaishwaram, where
the river bifurcates into two main streams, the Gautami
and Vasishta, which are named after two Rishis. The
works consist mainly of a masonry dam across the river,
above the bifurcations, in four sections connected by
islands, which are altogether about 2\ miles in length.
From the dam nearly 500 miles of navigable main canals,
and 2,000 miles of smaller distributary canals, com-
manding over 1,250,000 acres of irrigable land, take
off. The Gunnavaram aqueduct extends the irrigation
system of the river called the Vainateyam Godavari to the